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 Mothering Sunday 

Dear Friends, 

With a heavy heart, today's guidance from the  

Archbishops  leaves me with no alternative but to 

announce that all social gatherings - including for 

public worship - are suspended for the time being. 

Regretfully, this suspension will apply to all church 

gatherings and activities. 

 

It does not mean, however, that we stop being 'the 

church'. Rather, we are invited to experiment - and 

be creative - with praying, worshipping and serving 

differently.  There are some ideas on this sheet. I 

would love to hear your ideas of how we can wor-

ship creatively and be the church over the next few 

months. 

 

I anticipate that the church building will remain open 

as normal, for private prayers throughout the peri-

od,  but if you do go into church please keep the 

necessary 2 metres  away from everybody. 

 

I will be in church to say Morning and Evening Prayer 

each day on behalf of the community and will  also 

celebrate communion. 

A National Call to Prayer 

Light a candle of Hope  

at 7pm   

this Sunday 

 

Light a candle and place it in a 

window. 

Pray for our health workers and 

those who work in our  

emergency services 

Resources for Prayer and Keeping in touch 

For keeping in touch 

Website: www.milborneportchurches.org.uk 

Facebook: St John the Evangelist Church 

@milborneportchurches 

 

I will also be writing a blog for those who are not on 

facebook.   

https://wordpress.com/home/

milborneportchurches.wordpress.com   

This is where we can connect together on line 

Vicarage Phone: 01963 250248 

Sarah’s email  revsjgodfrey@gmail.com 

Corona Care in Milborne Port  

We are beginning to put together a system of help in 

place for those of us who might need it and a way of 

making sure everyone is connected and you have 

someone to call. 

If you need to self isolate at some point and want 

help with shopping, dog walking, posting letters etc 

or just want someone to chat to on the phone we 

will find someone to help you. 

Leave a message on this number 

01963 250 248 

If you are not considered ‘vulnerable’ and are happy 

to be added to a database of volunteers, please let 

Sarah know 

(Charlton Horethorne and Milborne Wick have de-

veloped their own system.) 

If you are happy for Sarah to hold details of your 

next of kin please let her know 

Prayer resources 

Church of England Website 

https://www.churchofengland.org/

prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-

daily-prayer 

Or download the Time to Pray app 

Sarah will be using this. Join her virtually at 9am 

and 5pm so we can pray the office together 
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Collect 

God of love, 

passionate and strong, 

tender and careful: 

watch over us and hold us 

all the days of our life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
. 

 

Exodus 2.1-10 

Now a man from the house of Levi went and 
married a Levite woman. 2The woman conceived 

and bore a son; and when she saw that he was a 

fine baby, she hid him for three months. 3When 

she could hide him no longer she got a papyrus 

basket for him, and plastered it with bitumen and 

pitch; she put the child in it and placed it among 

the reeds on the bank of the river. 4His sister 

stood at a distance, to see what would happen to 

him.  
5 The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe 

at the river, while her attendants walked beside 

the river. She saw the basket among the reeds 

and sent her maid to bring it. 6When she opened 

it, she saw the child. He was crying, and she took 

pity on him. ‘This must be one of the Hebrews’ 

children,’ she said. 7Then his sister said to Phar-

aoh’s daughter, ‘Shall I go and get you a nurse 

from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for 

you?’ 8Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, ‘Yes.’ So 

the girl went and called the child’s mother. 9Phar-

aoh’s daughter said to her, ‘Take this child and 

nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages.’ 

So the woman took the child and nursed it. 
10When the child grew up, she brought him to 

Pharaoh’s daughter, and she took him as her son. 

She named him Moses, because’, she said, ‘I drew 

him out of the water.’  

Prayer for today 

Keep us, good Lord, 

under the shadow of your mercy. 

Sustain and support the anxious, 

be with those who care for the sick, 

and lift up all who are brought low; 

that we may find comfort 

knowing that nothing  

can separate us from your love 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Amen. 

Loving God, 

Thank you for mums and children 

And for the joys of family life. 

Be with those who are grieving 

Because they have no mother; 

Be close to those who are struggling 

Because they have no children 

Be near to those that are sad 

Because they are far away from those they love. 

Let your love be present in every home. Amen 

 

Sarah’s Sermon 

It is a bit ironic that on Mothering Sunday in 

olden days, young people went off to work 

and came back once a year to worship at their 

mother church and now for the first time in 

living memory are unable to do that.  For 

those young people it was important to them 

to know that people were still there worship-

ping as they had always done and that some-

thing in life was constant.  

 

Perhaps today we can take some time to re-

flect on the church in which we first came to 

know Jesus and thank God for the faithful wit-

ness of those people that nurtured our faith in 

the our early years as a Christian. 

 

Perhaps we can think about how we can keep 

the worshipping community going even though 

we are not in church and commit ourselves to 

prayer and the care of each other 

 

We may have to embrace new ways and let go 

of familiar ways of being church. In our Exodus 

story, Moses mother had to let go of Him in 

order to keep him safe.  
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